










































Rcnnucla and the Ilcxlmil1cnniu1ll 

Closer examinat ion shows some interesting aspects to that apparently decisive "no" vote. 

The Progressive Labour Party told the e lectorate to abstain on referendum day . What if the 
Progressive Labour Party had instructed all tbeir members to vote in the referendum and , although 
advising them to vote "yes", had left the tina l decision of PLP supporters to their ind ividual 
consciences and preference? 

Vote If 76% of the total electorate of37,84I had voted 
One possible result Another possib le result 

"Yes" 12,347 43% 8,9 t 5 31% 
"No" 16,393 57% 19,845 68% 

Total votes 28,760 76% 28,760 76% 
'No show' 9,081 24% 9,08 1 24% 

Total e lectorate 37,841 100% 37,841 100% 

But other factors come into play. Is Independence affected by which party is in power? How many 
people say "I' ll votc yes to Independence, but only if my party is in power at the time"? 

It is clear that given the divisions that occurred within both tbe UBP and the PLP on the issue, the 
mailer of Independence will be studiously avoided by both parties at the next General Election. 
Indeed, the late Mr L Frederick Wade, to ld the Financial Times of London in November 1995 " We 
are not going to raise that matter at the next General Election". 

23 



-

Bermuda al1lllhc next miticiluilllll 

APPENDlX4 

Our lnternational and Visitor Business 

Leaving aside the question of independence, could intemational business die away suddenly and dramati­
cally? Those wbo believe that a mass emigration of Bermuda 's intemational business community is a fanciful 
idea may wish to learn from history - from the histOlY of this Island. 

One hundred years ago Bennuda was an agricultural-expOiting Island. The prime expOlt was onions and the 
prime market the USA. in 1899 thc Island shipped 446,55 I crates of on ions to the USA. But by 1913 the 
picture had changed dramatically and dangerously: just 65,074 crates of onions were arriving in the USA 
from Bermuda. Arrowroot was another successful expOlt tbat had virtually died away by World War One. 

The rcasons for tbis dramatic slump were numerous. The opening of the railroads and the Panama Canal 
allowed west coast farmers to reach the east coast of the USA much more easi ly and protectionist tariff.~ 
were imposed by tbe US Congress. Bermuda 's attempts to have the tariffs removed or eased were unsuc­
cessn.ll. No one in Bermuda could possibly have foreseen these problems and even if the problem had been 
anticipated, tiny Bcrmuda would have been aplc to exercise little or no influence on thcm. 

Tourism came to our aid. A watershed was reached just after the First World War when the number of 
tOlu'ists arriving in Bermuda was greater than the number of residents of the island. We had moved from one 
disaster to another success. 

This example, of an agricultural industlY that seemed unassailable and assured, but which died away, is used 
to demonstrate the fact tilat we cannot, as a nation, regard the presence of tourism and intcl11ational business 
here as a certainty, that they will always sustain us. We need to know the answer to this crucial question: 

What circumstances, beyond Bennuc\a 's control and which occur outside Bermuda 
could seriously damage our visitor and international business? 
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APPENDlXS 

The Bermuda National Lottery 

Could Ber1l1uda benefit from a National Lottery? 

rt is generally accepted that some of our Bermuda public sector infrastructure is an embarrassment for a 
country as prosperous as Bermuda. The present building and public sector capital works programmes, com­
bined with nngoing maintenance programs, are inadequate. 

One solution is for a lottery to be organised for that one purpose. National parks, bridges, historic sites, 
libraries, schools, water systems, public transport-just to name a few- are voracious users of capital and 
ongoi.ng maintenance dollars. 

The United Kingdom bas been running a National Lottery for some twenty-nine months and it is as well to 
look at their example of how a lottery could be organised. 

National Lottery orthe lJnited Kingdom 

Since Britain's Nati.onal Lottery came into effect, in Novcmber 1994, the Lottery has grossed £5.3 billion 
($8.3 billion). About half of that $8.3 billion has been awarded in prizes. 

In Bermuda, it is probablc that the revenue fiom a lottery would be around $1 0 mi Ilion for a year. 

Prizcs: a minimum in Bermuda, of say, $20.00 could be won, with graduations up to thc major prize which, 
depending on the amount of tickets sold, may averagc in Bermuda, say, $1 00,000 a week. Prizes arc fi·cc of 
al l taxes. 

It is estimated that around 65% of the adult popu lation of Britain buy a ticket each week. Tickets could cost 
in Bermuda, say, $5.00 and should not be sold to anyone under the age of L6. 

The tickets are sold at every kind of shop throughout the UK. The shopkeeper gets 5% ofthe ticket sales (in 
Bermuda, say, 10%), the Government takes a share of each ticket and the organisers oflhe lottery (Camelot 
Limited) take a percentage of the profits aller costs (in Bermuda, say, lO%).Tbe rest of the money is, by UK 
law, paid directly to tive bodies who are charged WiUl distributing the money to various worthy causes, and 
these are: 

Arts Council, Sports Council , Millennium Project, NationalHeritage, and 
the Charity Council . 
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Tn Bermuda, these could be: 

a Millennium Fund, a chari ty counci l, the Alis Counci l, a spolis cOllncil , 
the Bermuda National Trust, and an Education Trust. 

ill setting up their National LottCIY, Britain has avoided the pitfa ll ofa number of American state lotteries, 
where tbe profits oitbe lottery go into tbe general accounts oftbe Stale and no rea l, tangible benefit is scen. 
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APPENDJX6 

Our public education system 

In 1988 the Government set up an Educational Planning Team and as a rcsult of that team's report the 
Govenunent announced that Bcrmuda 's public schoo l system was to undergo a radical reconstruction. The 
current publ ic Primary and Secondary schoo l programme wou ld be replaced by a new, three-level, school 
system for chi ldren 5 tluough 17 years of age. Children wou ld attend Primary School until the age often or 
eleven, then move to a Middle School for foul' years and then enter a High School. Those who were seeking 
tluther education wou ld then be in a position to move on to the Bermuda College or to a college abroad. 

The widespread public debate on the whole question oftlIese major changes to Berllluda public education 
was brought into focus in 1992 by the decision of Warwick Academy to reject the proposed plan. 

Objection to the idea of one Ili gh scboo l, quickly dubbed the '~lllega school" was widespread. The public 
conccrn that was expressed was most c1carly demonstratcd in a /lo)'al Gccelle phone poll in FebrualY 1991 
in which 74% of those polled were opposed to a sing le high school in Bermuda. Educationa li sts (such as 
Protessor Mark Holmes orlbe Ontario Institute for Studies in Education) a lso spokc out against the idea. 

By 1994 the Govcrnlllent announced that there would be two high schools: Berkcley Institute and the 
Cedarbridgc Academy in Prospect, Devonshirc. 

The practical result ofthis new educational plan, which is now implemented, is renected in the growth orthe 
number of parents choosing to take the private school route for their children's education. Those fi!,'1.lres are 
remarkable. 

Further uncertainty is bcing caused by the timctable for this reorganisation of Bermuda education: it is 
probable that the tinalthree-tier system will not be in full operation until 199R. 11 seems clear that parents are 
Waty orany disruption ofthcir child's schoo l Ii fe and has stimulated the move to private education. 

Research shows that Bermuda's parents arc moving away fi'om Government education system at a steady 
ratc. The uncertainty created by the major change in education from the "primaty to secondaty" system to 
the "middle schoo l" model has not slowed that move into private education. Indeed, research in April 1997 
shows that all orthe Island 's six private schoo ls are bracing themselves for a further increase in emollment 
in September 1997. 
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YeaJ' Total number of 
pupils ill Bemluda 

schools 

1960 10,784 

1983 9,765 

1984 9,547 

1985 9,455 

1986 9,263 

1987 9, 11 2 

1988 9,140 

1989 9,025 

1990 9, 120 

1991 9, 16 1 

1992 9, 177 

1993 9,140 

1994 9,15 1 

1995 9,185 

1996 9,286 

U~rllluda and Ihe nC'(1 millennium 

Education: 
the I1gul'es 

Pupi ls in 
Govcnlmcnt schools 

9,280 

7,858 

7.674 

7,559 

7,37 1 

7, 163 

7, 104 

6,948 

7,039 

6,984 

6,926 

6,849 

6,87 1 

6,322 

6,384 
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Pupils in 
Bda privHtl! 

schaob 

1.504 

1,907 

1,873 

1,876 

1,892 

1,949 

2,036 

2,077 

2,08 1 

2,176 

2,251 

2,289 

2,781 

2,853 

3, I 01 

% of total Bda 
pupils who arc in 
privute schools 

14 

20 

20 

20 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

23 

23 

24 

25 

30 

31 

33 

(Sources: Census Report. 
1991 . Sta tistician's Dep' 
1994 Reporl. Ministry or 
Educalion. Direct enquiries 
with schoub.) 



Bermuda al1d 'he next mlih:nlllum 

In 1960 there were 9,280 pupils in pub lic schools anu 1,504 Ul private schools: 

14% 

of schoo lchildren were in private education 36 years ago. In September 1996 the percentage or Berm uda 
school children in private education (here and abroad) had risen to over 

33% 

of the totalnumberofBenlluda sehoo lehi luren. 

How many Bermuda schoolchildren are being educated abroad? 

Empiri cal enquiries seem to show that very few Bermuda children go abroad to school before they are 
teenagers. But the 199 1 Census Report revca ls that 357 school-age ch ildren are not in the Bemluda educa­
tion systcm. Leaving aside the 20 or sc chi ldren who are too mentally afflicted to bc in any school, produces 
a figure of about 337 (4%) Bermuda resident school age chi ldren who are being educated abroad. 

In calcu lating the percentagcs of privately educated B~rtl1uda schoo lchildrcn, that number of337 (4%) bas 
been added to the figurcs of those being educated privately in Bcrmuda. 
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Bcnnuda :l1ld lite next milleunlum 

Percentage of schoolchildren 
being educated in private schools 

some comparisons 

Berm uda 
(Source: Department or Educat ion Bnd direct enquiries) 

Canada 
(Source: Statistics Canada) 

United Kingdom 
(Source: Dcpnrtnlcl1t of Edllc<llion, London) 

United States of America 
(Source: Department or Educulioll, Wilshillglon DC) 

33% 

5% 

7% 

J J% 

Bermuda figures include those chi ldren being educated abroad. Othcr countrics' figurcs do not. 

Teachers to pupils: the ratio 

In 1960 there were 486 teachers working in Bermuda and thc schoo l-age population (5 tlu'ough J5) 
was J 0,784. That gave a ratio of 

one teacher to 22 childrcn. 

The manpower survey of 1994 says that there were 748 teachers in Bennuda's primary and 
secondary schools (both pub li c and private). As there were 9,151 children in Bermuda school s in that 
ycar, that mcans that the ratio had improved to a remarkablc 

onc tcacher to 12 children. 
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Why change the education system? 

I! could be argued that the present school system, primary school to age eleven, secondary school to 
age sixteen or seventeen has served Bermuda well. Certainly, comparison with other countries shows 
that rar more Bermuda children progress to higher education than most other countries. 

Percentage of population 25 to 34 years old 
who have complcted a Bachelor's Degree or higher. 

Bermuda and selected countries (1991) 

United Slates 24 

Bermuda 19 

Canada 16 

Germany 12 

Sweden , 12 

Finland I 1 

United Kingdom II 

Norway 1 1 

Denmark 10 

France 8 

Italy 7 

Netherlands 7 

(Source: Newman Report 1994) 
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Bcnnuda nnd the nex! millennium 

APPENDIX 7 

Shipping Register 

What percentage of Government income is obtained from the Shipping Register? Why is the 
Bahamas ahead of us in the world leagllc tahle? Is it because it is cheaper to register there? Or easier? 

APPENDrx 8 

Thc Bermuda Tax System 

As Bermuda grows into the rest of the world, globa l economics and political strategies will cause LIS 

to changc our tax systcm. 

The reason: so that we remain competitive in the global marketplace. 

,APPENDIX 9 

FuU-time po liticians? 

The pay for members of the government and other legis lators, with effect from I April 1997 

Position Sa lary 

1-::-----:---------+----,..,..($=.L&)---1 
r.-P",re::rru::c·",e.:...r ---:= _________ +---'89, 155 
~M~i~n~is~t~el~·0~f~F~in~a~n~c~e-----------_+~76,044 
~D~e~1I~t~P.:...re::n.:...l.:...ic::r~----------------+_---'70,799 

Other cabinet ministcrs 62,932 
o osition leader 52,444 
Membcrs of the HOllse of Asse1l1bl 31,466 
Senators 20,9n 

Source: Ilolt';;!: uf I\sscmhly 
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ncnnuda lind the next millennium 

AFTERWORD 

I hope that you have had a stimu lating read. 

In writing this vo lume 1 bave avoided the temptation of clouding the whole subject with too many figures. I 
have del iberately aimed for a genera l review of Ben nuda with this question at the back of my mind: 

"Wbere will Bermuda be in another twenty or twenty-five years?" 

I bave setout recommcndations for a long-term agenda to make us focus on the creation ofa harmonious 
future for our chiJdren. 

I have deliberately ignored any detailed reference to tourism: repairs to our tourist industry are a lready 
underway. 

My hope is that this work of mine will provoke debate, encourage discussion, and persuade all of Ben nuda 
that ulinking long-term is not an idle exercise, butan important responsibility, a responsibility that we must aU 
exercise. 

Without some main objectives before us, life becomes 'too subjective; vulnerable little Bermuda will always 
need a life with clear, long teml objectives. 

So Illueh is good about our stable Bermuda. 

The path to any objective is littered with naysayers, soothsayers, brayers and bayers - most of who III 
eventually become solid supporters. 

Bermuda's Illotto translates into Engli sh as "Whither the Fates may lead us". If the Island is to survive and 
prosper into the next millennium then we must be sure that we are masters of our own fate. 

So, enjoy an evening of thought, pick out your own objectives and support thcm- publicly. Have a major 
over-riding agenda and enjoy the colossal task of achi ev ing your objectives at the least possible expense to 
your neighbour. 

This book is intended to stimulatc thought, r10 tinger pointing or malice, but solemnly intended to make us take 
a good look at ourselves and Bermuda's fuwre. 

My ulanks to George Rushe, for his research and editorial work for this book . 

.T Christopher C' Kit') Astwood, OBE, .TP. 
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